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AMENDMENT AFTER ALLOWANCE UNDER 37 CFR 81.312(a) 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.3 12, Applicant respectfully requests entry of the 
following amendment after receipt of the Notice of Allowance and before issuance of the patent. 

In response to the Notice of Allowability mailed August 17, 2004 Applicant respectfully 
requests reconsideration and allowance in view of the following Amendments and Remarks. 

Amendments to the claims are reflected in the listing of claims, which begins on page 2 
of this Response. Changes to the claims are shown by strikethrough for deleted matter and 
underlining for added matter. 
Remarks begin on page 4. 
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AMENDMENTS 

In the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application and incorporates the Examiner's Amendment in an Office Communication mailed 
August 17, 2004. 

1-22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Currently amended) The method to treat wastewater of claim [20]26, wherein the step of 
adjusting a flowrate comprises adjusting a flowrate based on an optimization algorithm. 

24. (Currently amended) The method to treat wastewater of claim [20]26, wherein the step of 
adjusting a flowrate comprises adjusting a flowrate based on a record of the [rheological 
property] on-line viscosity of the [wastewater streaml liquid-rich stream . 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently amended) A method to treat wastewater, comprising: 
providing a wastewater stream; 

adding a treatment agent to the wastewater stream to produce a treated stream; 
separating the treated stream into a liquid-rich stream and a solid-rich stream; 
continuously measuring an on-line viscosity of the liquid-rich stream with a sensor 
fluidlv connected to the liquid rich stream : and 

adjusting a flowrate of the treatment agent based on the on-line viscosity. 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Original) The method to treat wastewater of claim 26, wherein the step of adding a 
treatment agent comprises adding a flocculating agent. 
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29. (Original) The method to treat wastewater of claim 26, wherein the step of adjusting a 
flowrate of the treatment agent occurs before the step of adding the treatment agent to the 
wastewater stream. 

30. (Original) The method to treat wastewater of claim 26, wherein the step of separating the 
treated stream comprises separating the treated stream using a centrifuge. 

3 1 . (Original) The method to treat wastewater of claim 26, wherein the step of separating the 
treated stream comprises separating the treated stream using a filtration apparatus. 

32. (Previously presented) The method of claim 26, wherein the step of adjusting a flowrate 
of the treatment agent comprises determining a minimum value of the on-line viscosity. 

33. (Previously presented) The method of claim 26, wherein the step of adjusting a flowrate 
of the treatment agent comprises varying the flowrate of the treatment agent to determine a 
minimum value of the on-line viscosity. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-31 were originally filed. Claims 32-33 were previously added. Claims 1-19 
were previously withdrawn from consideration without prejudice or disclaimer. Claims 1-22, 25, 
and 27 are cancelled. Claims 23-24 and 26-33 have been allowed. Claims 23-24 and 26 are 
currently amended. 

Summary of Telephone Conference With The Examiner 

Applicant thanks Examiner Hruskoci for the courtesy of a telephone conference on 
August 30, 2004. During the telephone conference, Applicant's representative discussed a 
further amendment to dependent claim 24 to provide proper antecedent basis. The Examiner 
agreed to consider the amendment. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 23-24 and 26-33 have been allowed. Dependent claim 24, which formerly 
depended from cancelled claim 20, is amended to depend from independent claim 26 to provide 
proper antecedent basis. No new matter has been added. 

Accordingly, claims 23-24 and 26-33 are allowable. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing Amendments and Remarks, this application is in condition for 
allowance. 

If this Response is not considered timely filed and if a request for an extension of time is 
otherwise absent, Applicant requests any necessary extension of time. 



748586.1 



FEB 2 3 2005 



Serial No.: 10/025,371 



-5- 



ArtUnit: 1724 



No fee is due. If there is any other fee occasioned by this Response, including an 
extension fee that is not covered by the enclosed check, please charge any deficiency to Deposit 
Account No. 50/0214. 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



1 . S The amendment filed on 08 September 2004 under 37 CFR 1 .312 has been considered, and has been: 

a) D entered. 

b) E entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention. 




c) □ disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee. 

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1 .31 3(c)(1) 
and the required fee to withdraw the application from issue. 

d) D disapproved. See explanation below. 

e) D entered in part See explanation below. 
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